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St. Helen’s Churchyard 

Introduction 

Before the 19th century people were buried in the local churchyard. After 1800, as the population increased, 
churchyards became overcrowded and unhygienic. General cemeteries were developed initially by  private 
companies and later by public authorities. Stapleford was no exception to this and witnessed a doubling of 
the population from 778 in 1801 to 1,968 in 1851 and by 1901 the population had risen to 5,766.  

The churchyard was closed to new burials by order of Queen Victoria on the 26th October 1881, although the 
vicar was reported to the Home Secretary in November 1881 for interring a corpse contrary to the Order in 
Council. 

In 1952 the gravestones were moved to the perimeter of the churchyard and sometime after June 1966 sixty 
three of the stones were placed at the side of the path, and that is where they are to be found today. The 
majority of the stones are made of slate with a few using local Swithland slate. Slate is a resilient material 
withstanding the erosion of the environment and thus maintaining the original decorative features and 
inscriptions.  

There are some interesting inscriptions including: Thomas Bramley – a boy killed by the Times coach in 
1833; Hugh Broom who was gardener and bailiff for nearly 40 years for the Borlase Warren family who 
died in 1834 and Peter Kent late of Stapleford Mill who died in 1860. Of course there are the names of some 
of the long established families in Stapleford – Towle, Greasley and Hooley. 

The following recording of the stones starts just inside the gates on the right hand side – please see 
churchyard plan. 

Compiled by Nigel Brooks, with grateful thanks to Robert Butler and Keith Goodman. 
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